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Our mission is to preserve the history of the people who have gone before us. 
 

BEST WHEELING HISTORY WEBSITES 
by Carol Bell 

 
1. This WAGS website has an abundance of information pertaining to 
the genealogy and history of Ohio County, West Virginia, and is owned 
and operated by Linda Cunningham Fluharty. 
http://www.wvgenweb.org/ohio/index.htm 
 
2. Archiving Wheeling | A collaborative community project of the Ohio 
County Public Library, Wheeling, WV 
http://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/ 
 
3. Friends of Wheeling is West Virginia's oldest historic Preservation 
organization. 
http://jfinstein.wix.com/friends-of-wheeling 
 
4. The Wheeling National Heritage Area Corporation leads community 
efforts to recognize, communicate and preserve Wheeling’s heritage. 
http://www.wheelingheritage.com/ 
 
5. The Historic Wheeling Wiki operated by Chuck Wood. 
http://historic-wheeling.wikispaces.com/Historic+Wheeling 
 
6. Weelunk supports the revitalization of Wheeling, W.Va., by creating a 
platform for making connections and focusing on positivity. 
http://weelunk.com/ 
 

7. West Virginia Independence Hall - A National Historic Landmark in Wheeling. 
http://www.wvculture.org/museum/wvihmod.html 

 
 

Our Homepage: www.wvgenweb.org 
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Cursive’s Curtain Call? 
E-mail written by Sandy Lyon, Kirkland, Ill. 

Submitted: by Carol Bell 
 
Last fall, I visited a neighboring county for a copy of my great-great-grandparents’ marriage 
certificate. Although they could give me a copy, the clerk said I wouldn’t be able to read it. I 
decided I would purchase it anyway. Perhaps I could make out a few words or the signatures. 
You can imagine my surprise when I could read the entire thing. “I told you that you wouldn’t be 
able to read it. It’s written in cursive,” the young clerk said. 
I’d read that cursive wasn’t being taught in schools, but it didn’t occur to me that because it wasn’t 
being taught, it also couldn’t be read. We already have teachers in our schools who can’t read 
cursive. Children will visit the National Archives and not be able to read the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. They won’t be able to read their forefathers’ 
war records. They won’t even be able to read their ancestors’ signatures. 
Family records, recipes and diaries will be lost to them. We’ll have genealogists who won’t be able 
to research handwritten vital records. This is a situation all of us must confront and correct. My 
husband and I are grateful that our grandchildren are attending a private school where cursive is 
being, and will be, taught. But what about the rest of America? What does this mean for genealogy?  
Reprinted with permission from July/August 2014 Family Tree Magazine. Visit 
ShopFamilyTree.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

        
    1914 Births and 1964 Deaths Added to WV Vital Records Database 

Submitted: by Carol Bell 
West Virginia Vital Research Records database 
(http://www.wvculture.org/vrr/va_select.aspx) on the West Virginia Archives and 
History Web site adds another year of searchable digitized birth and death records every 
January 1. Birth records are withheld from the Web site for 100 years, and death records 
for 50 years, determined by the year of issuance. On January 1, 2015, county birth 
records up through December 31, 1914, and both county death records and state death 
certificates through December 31, 1964, became available. County marriage records do 
not have a withholding requirement and are available up through the last year 
microfilmed in each county. 
If you would like to learn more about West Virginia vital records, visit the State Archives 
page of the West Virginia Archives and History Web site, 
http://www.wvculture.org/history/wvsamenu.html, under “Research Guides” for links 
to Quick Guide to Births, Quick Guide to Deaths and Quick Guide to Marriages. The Quick 
Guides are updated every January, or as needed if other changes take place.  
From the West Virginia Archives and History News, Division of West Virginia Culture and History, Vol. XV, 
No. 12, page 5, Feb 2015. 
 



Hi-Tech History - US Migration Trails and Roads 
By Jeanne Finstein 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This free website features a chronological list of major historic roads and trails that were used by 
the early settlers of the United States. In addition to the opening date, origin, and destination of 
each road, there are links to historic maps.  

For example, the National Road link includes historical background and links to other 
information sources. This site can help us understand the reasons our ancestors may have begun at 
one location and moved to another, along a route that was well established during a certain time 
span. Comparing their locations and dates can be quite useful. 
 

 
 
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/US_Migration_Trails_and_Roads 

A similar site, that also includes genealogy tips, can be seen at: 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gentutor/trails.html 
 

[Thanks to The Citrus Tree, Citrus County (Florida) Genealogical Society] 
 
 



Oren I Dillie and the Jacktown Fair 
By: Lee Bourne 

 
 My Maternal Great Grandfather Oren I Dillie (his nickname was Horsehead) he being born there 
and lived in Wind Ridge, Greene Co. PA., the town’s nickname is Jacktown, where the Jacktown 
Fair is. Fair started July 6, 1866. He was on the board of the fair for many years. His first fair was 
when he was a 2 month old. And he only missed 1 fair till he died. That was when he was in the 
Spanish American War (in the Philippines). He just missed going to the 100th fair, died shortly 
before July 30, 1965. They are going to remember him this year at the fair.  Fair is July 14, 2015 to 
July 18, 2015. 
The house that he built is still there. It was a log cabin and he added on to it. 
He was a Farmer, Blacksmith, Justice of the Peace, and Independent Oil & Gas Operator, and 
Worked in the Oil fields as Driller. 
 

 Jacktown fairground

 
     My Great Grandfather  & Mother 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MOUNT ZION CEMETERY UPDATE  

by Carol Bell 
 

Many WAGS members have ancestors buried at Wheeling’s Mount Zion Cemetery, sometimes 
referred to as “The German Cemetery.” The aging cemetery is overgrown, some markers have 
toppled, and the road is bad. In June 2015, it was reported in the Wheeling News-Register that funding 
by the Ohio County Commission ran out at the beginning of the year for the care and upkeep of 
the cemetery. Recently, Wheeling residents, Debra Beaver and Charles Yocke, have taken action on 
their own to do cleanup work and gather volunteers to help. Work has begun, but there is still 
much to do. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. Debra Beaver can be reached at 304-312-4793.  
WAGS offers two Mount Zion Cemetery publications: 
 
Mount Zion Cemetery Association Record Book. 1863-1980. Vol. 1 & Vol. 2. Data compiled by WAGS in 
2012. $50/set 
 
Plot Map of Mount Zion Cemetery, Wheeling, WV. A single page aid to locating specific sections of the 
cemetery. Approximately 11 x 36 inches. $15 
 The two volumes of the WAGS Mount Zion Cemetery Association Record Book are available to view at 
the Ohio County Public Library as is a 2009 publication by Lawrence E. Bloomfield: Military 
Veteran Graves in Mt. Zion, Wheeling, WV. Also available is Bloomfield’s CD-ROM, Mount Zion 
Cemetery, which contains over 1100 images of grave markers with special attention to veterans' 
graves. 
                                                                                                          

 
 
 
 



George Loy – Mt. Wood Cemetery 
c. 1842 – 1877 

By Jeanne Finstein 
George Loy worked as a machinist before enlisting in August 
1862 as a Private in Battery D, First West Virginia Light 
Artillery, and a Union company that was also called “Carlin’s 
Battery.” He was among about a dozen members of the 
battery who were captured in June 1863. They were taken 
temporarily to an uncomfortable tobacco works in 

Richmond. There they had to rake dirt into ridges along the walls to make pillows and had to 
endure the stench of overflowing latrines. They were then transferred to Belle Isle Prison, where 
conditions were somewhat better, and were later exchanged.  
 
Loy rejoined Carlin’s Battery but was captured by Confederates again on May 21, 1864, along 
with17 other members of the battery. At that point, prisoner exchanges were no longer being 
made, and the men were sent to the notorious Andersonville Prison in Georgia. The prison had 
been built to hold 10,000 prisoners, but by August 1864 there were 33,000. During the 14 months 
the prison was open; over 45,000 Union soldiers were confined there, facing horrendous 
conditions. Food and shelter were in short supply, and diseases ran through the crowded camp. 
Nearly a third of the prisoners died from disease, poor sanitation, malnutrition, overcrowding, or 
exposure. 
 
Although housed in the worst of the Confederate prison camps, Loy’s luck improved when he met 
James Duncan, a childhood friend who worked as the prison’s baker. Duncan reportedly did all he 
could to recruit Wheeling boys to work in the bakery. The fortunate few had more access to food, 
helping them survive until the war was over.  
 
Upon release four of the men from Carlin’s Battery were taken to Vicksburg, Mississippi, where 
they boarded the riverboat Sultana for the trip upriver to home. That was the beginning of Loy’s 
next close call with death. The Sultana had been built to hold under 400 passengers, but the captain 
was paid according to the number of people he could transport. Later reports put the passenger 
count at more than 2000.   
 
Disaster stuck in the middle of the night of April 26, 1865. There was a huge explosion that killed 
many right away; then fire broke out. Loy later recalled that he was struck in the chest by a piece of 
board. The river was at flood stage from spring rains, but passengers had no choice but to jump 
into the cold water. Loy was in the river for hours, floating downstream about 8 or 10 miles before 
being rescued and sent to a hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. There he learned that several of his 
comrades had been killed by the explosion or drowned, or died of injuries or exposure. In all there 
were over 1600 deaths – making this the worst American maritime disaster in history. 
 
Following his eventual return to Wheeling, Loy worked as a blacksmith and machinist in the 
Bellaire Nail Mill before losing his job due to intemperance and dying at age 35. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wheeling Area Genealogy Society 
P.O. Box: 6450 
Wheeling, WV 26003-6450 

 
  Stamp 


