
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
WHEELING AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Membership in the Wheeling Area Genealogical Society is $10.00 per individual for the year from January 1 to 
December 31. Make checks payable to WHEELING AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, P.O. Box 6450, 
Wheeling WV 26003-6450 
 

PLEASE PRINT THE BELOW INFORMATION 
 
Name: _______________________________________   _____________________________   _____________ 
 Last                      First                                    Middle 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Street 
 
Mailing Address (if different from above): _______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________   ____________   _______________________ 
   City                     State                 Zip 
 
Home Phone: _(__________)___________________ E-mail Address: _________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is my check for $10.00 ___________ Check one:   o NEW   o RENEWAL 
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Our mission is to preserve the history of the people who have gone before us. 
      

 
WAGS Lookout Breakfast  

Wheeling Area Genealogical Society 
You are invited to join your fellow Genealogists and 

Friends for Breakfast 
 

Saturday, November 12, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 
Perkins Restaurant & Bakery 
680 National Road, Wheeling		

 

HORSES FOR THE COLONEL 
Submitted by George E. Blum  

Colonel Earl W. Oglebay’s operation of an experimental agricultural and horse 
breeding farm near Wheeling, West Virginia, has had a major impact on the 
community, and particularly the family of the writer.  On November 5, 1886, Bertie 
Wadsworth was born in Thorganby, Yorkshire, England, to Thomas and Sarah 
Wadsworth.   
 
Like his brothers and sisters, Bertie was brought up in the rural, agricultural East 
Riding of Yorkshire, not far from the City of York.  In 1907, Bertie answered the 
call for horsemen to deliver some prized horses to America.  These horses had 
been purchased by Colonel Oglebay.  After delivering the horses to Oglebay’s 
Waddington Farm, Bertie stayed on as a groom.   
 
From time to time, it was Bertie’s job to lead the horses down the hill to John 
Cunningham’s blacksmith shop on Bethany Pike.  It was there that he met 
Cunningham’s daughter, Drusilla.  After numerous trips to the blacksmith shop 
(some of them probably unnecessary), Bertie and Drusilla were married in 1913.  
As a wedding present, Bertie took Drusilla back to Yorkshire to visit his family 
(photos of which trip still exist).  
 
 Later, having become an excellent horseman, Bertie became the manager of the 
Wheeling Saddle Club, located across Wheeling Creek from the Stamm Estate, 
which was on the south side of National Road in the Pleasant Valley section of 
Wheeling.   
 
Still later, Bertie opened the Wadsworth Kennels and Dog Hospital located along 
National Road in Roney’s Point, east of Wheeling.  Bertie and Drusilla had one 
daughter, Elizabeth, and one son, Berton Harry (who married Ethel Marie Wolf, of 
North Wheeling).       1 
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Berton and Ethel Wadsworth produced sons Gary Michael and Terrance Thomas and daughters Sandra Kay and 
Carol Ann (who married the writer on April 7, 1973).  We are sure that our three children (Kristin, Brianne and 
Andy) appreciate the Colonel’s interest in horses. 
                                                                        

							 	
   
Drucilla Cunningham Wadsworth    Sarah and Thomas Wadsworth and Cousin Jenny at their  
       home “Rose Villa” in Bishop Wilton, Yorkshire in 1913  
 with her father-in-law Thomas Wadsworth 

		 	
 Carol Wadsworth Blum at Rose Villa in 1998.  Bertie Wadsworth in 1913  
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. 1860 Presidential Candidate John Bell 
 

By Carol Bell 
 

In the heat of this unusual political season, I wondered if there was ever a Bell (my last name) of ranking 
importance that was a leader in the United States. My investigation found John Bell of Tennessee. Are any of you 
related to him? I am not. John Bell (15 Feb 1797 – 10 Sep 1869) was a politician, attorney, and wealthy plantation 
owner. He served Tennessee’s 9th Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives for seven terms from 
1827 to 1841, where he was Speaker of the House from 1834 to 1835. He then served briefly as Secretary of War 
under President William Henry Harrison. Following that, he was elected as a Whig to the U.S. Senate in 1847 where 
he remained till 1859. 
Old-line Whigs and remnants of the American (Know-
Nothing) party, formed the Constitutional Union Party in 
1860. The new party nominated John Bell for president. 
Abraham Lincoln of the Republican Party won the bitterly 
divided election of 1860 that helped spark the Civil War. In 
the four-way split of votes, John Bell won 39 electoral votes 
and carried Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. Initially 
opposed to secession, he helped hold Tennessee in the 
Union after other southern states seceded. Later he 
reluctantly accepted Tennessee’s secession and retired from 
politics.    
Bell ranks 58th among the most common U.S. surnames, so 
it is quite possible that many of the readers of this 
newsletter have a John Bell in the branches of their family 
trees. The Bell progenitor of my family came to America 
from Ulster in 1791 and brought five sons with him. Of 
course, one son was named John Bell. All five generations 
between that first John and me have one or more John 
Bells. I have found a total of eight so far, and I’m looking 
for more. No wonder researching Bell family trees is 
difficult. 
It’s election season and we Americans do polls on 
everything, so let’s do one for WAGS. If you are interested, 
please send an email to me at cjbell22@bellsouth.net 
answering (YES or NO) this question, “Have you found a city, county, state, or federal elected official in your 
family tree?” I’ll let you know the results in an upcoming newsletter.  
Photo credit: John Bell, Statesman from Tennessee, Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division 
 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 

North Hills Genealogists of Pittsburgh 
2016 Fall Conference 
Saturday, October 22, 2016 

Featuring J. Mark Lowe, CG, and Deborah A. Abbott, PhD 
 

Five Presentat ions on the Agenda:  
• You Only Have a Death Announcement – Now What? 

• Write That Source Down 
• Pioneers of the Frontier: Using Online Newspapers (1750-1900) to Find Early Settlers 

• Is It Really Online? Finding and Using Original Sources at Home or Library 
• Metes & Bounds: Finding Land Transactions and Landless Documents 

 
Find cost and registration information at www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

 
“I attended the North Hills conference in 2015 and it was excellent.” ~ Carol Bell 

 
	
 

 
 

DENVER ANNIS BOURNE 
By Albert Lee Bourne 

He was born Oct 11, 1918 in Rosedale, Braxton County, West Virginia. 
 

 My father served two terms in a C.C. Camp, before he was drafted into the army. As soon as he received, 
his notice for the draft. He left and went home to wait. Entered the army on 12 May, 1941, at Fairmont West 
Virginia, Marion Co.  Was sent to Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana, for training. Then he was sent to Camp Morrie, 
Washington, from there he was sent to Sitka, Alaska and landed on Bearduff Inland on the 2nd of September, 1941. 
Bearduff inland is 300 yds, off the main land. 
  
 The unit was there to build up to protect the shore line of Alaska; Dad was there when the war broke out. 
The company had no guns, a carpenter made wood mortars, for them to practice with. Then they started getting 
ships in and they had to work 8 hrs., on and 4 hrs., off. He said that it seemed like the ships would never end. He 
said that when Christmas came he was in the mountains on guard duty. 
  
 He had the rank of T5 technician corporal and the service ribbons he received are, the Arctic Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, with one Bronze star and the American Defense Service Ribbon, with one Bronze star. 
 Was discharged on the 5th of October, 1945. 
    Info given to Albert Lee Bourne 
    By his father Denver Annis Bourne 
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Hi-Tech History – Family History Daily 
By Jeanne Finstein 
 
This website - http://familyhistorydaily.com - contains many, many links to valuable genealogy tips and 
information.  

 
In addition to the 
links shown in this 
screenshot, other 
titles that appeared 
on the site included: 

• 10 Common 
19th Century 
Occupations That 
You’re Not Likely to 
See Today 

• Why These 
Draft Cards are Such 
an Important 
Addition to Your 
Family Tree 

• Have you 
Searched These 

Genealogy Photo Collections for Your Ancestors? 
• 9 Free Military and War Related Record Collections for Genealogy 
• My Heritage Wants You to Upload Your DNA for Free 
• The 13 Reasons You Can’t Break Down Your Brick Walls 

 
Thanks to Genealogy Gleanings, from the Marion County Genealogical Club, for this link. 

 
Mt. Wood Cemetery Notables –  
Update on Capt. John McLure Monument 
 
The last newsletter featured an article on Capt. John McLure, along with a picture 
of his grave marker that had been damaged by falling branches in 2010. Good 
news – ironmaster Jeff Forster has restored the “white bronze” (zinc) marker to 
its original glory. Funding was provided by Wheeling National Heritage Area 
Corporation.  
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Mt. Wood Cemetery Notables 

By Jeanne Finstein 
 

A. 56 Edward M. Norton (1812 – 1883)  
 

Edward M. Norton was born in Pennsylvania, where he began work as a nail feeder 
and advanced to the position of nailer. In 1847, he and his brothers moved to 
Wheeling and joined with F. W. Stephens in the operation of one of Wheeling’s 
most successful businesses, the Top Mill. The mill had been in business for many 
years but was struggling.  
 
Stephens soon found himself in financial trouble again and had to bring in additional 
partners. At that time, Norton left and started a new mill, called the Virginia Mill, 
located near the confluence of Wheeling Creek and the Ohio River. It was the first 
mill in that part of the country to exclusively manufacture nails. Two years after 
starting the Virginia Mill, Norton left it and organized a new partnership called 
Norton, Bailey, and Company. (A few years later, some of Edward’s partners left 
Norton, Bailey & Co and organized Bailey, Woodward & Company, which 
eventually became LaBelle Iron Works.) 
 
During the next few years tensions rose in the country as it headed toward civil war. As a strong Union supporter, 
Norton joined with the newspaper editor, Archibald Campbell, and the former mayor of Wheeling, Alfred Caldwell, 
as delegates to the national convention that selected Abraham Lincoln as the Republican candidate for President.  
 
During the war Norton apparently read about the battle between the two ironclad ships, the Monitor and the 
Merrimac. He and his brothers then leased the Top Mill again and began manufacturing inch-thick wrought iron 
plates to be used on Union ironclads, an enterprise that became quite profitable. 
 
In addition to his mill work, Norton was appointed by President Lincoln as the U.S. Marshal in Wheeling. He was 
concerned about the number of Wheeling residents who supported the South. So he wrote to the U.S. Attorney 
General, stating, “We are surrounded here by traitors” and clarifying his authority as U.S. Marshal under the recently 
enacted Confiscation Act. He then seized a pair of bay horses and a house that belonged to the prominent local 
attorney Charles Wells Russell, who had gone to Richmond to serve in the Confederate Congress. The house, which 
still stands at 75 12th Street, became the headquarters for Union General William Rosecrans when he was stationed 
in Wheeling. Norton also seized the property of Dr. Matthew Houston, one of the founders of Wheeling Hospital, 
who had left town to serve as a surgeon in the Confederate Army. And he arrested an East Wheeling schoolteacher 
named Ellie Poole and charged her with espionage.  
 
After the war, Norton’s efforts returned to the manufacture of iron products, and in his later years he enjoyed life 
on a farm. He and his wife celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary shortly before his death. 
  

 
Things I wasn’t able to put in this month’s NEWSLETTER 

 
Wheeling Room Acquisitions And, The Jewish history of Wheeling. 
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The Richey Family Reunion 
 

By Margie Richey  
 
John Richey was born in Ireland in 1750. Descendants of his third child, James Richey, gathered for fellowship, 
story-telling, food, entertainment, and fun on August 7, 2016, at East Finley Park, Claysville, Pennsylvania. One 
hundred people attended this year’s reunion, the largest one in recent years! The group has a rich historic treasure of 
80 years’ worth of reunion minutes describing the gathering as far back as 1929. From these minutes they learned 
that the reunion was suspended in 1943-1945 during WWII. A picture of attendees at the 1929 reunion was also 
found but is much too large to include with this article.   
 
John Richey, patriarch of this strong Scots-Irish family, 
came to America from Ulster. He settled in Derry 
Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, and 
served in the Revolutionary War as a private in the 
Westmoreland County (later part of Washington 
County in 1796) militia in Captain Ezekiel Ross’ 
Company. (See Pennsylvania Archives, 6th Series, 
Volume II). He married Helen Crozier in 1778. 
 
 
After the Revolutionary War, he moved his wife and 
their three children from Pennsylvania to West Virginia, 
settling on 300 acres of land in Marshall County, for 
which he paid the sum of $2.00 per acre. Over the years, six more children were born in West Virginia for a total of 
nine. On his farm, John raised flax, which was spun and woven into fine linen. He lived on that farm until his death 
at age 68 in 1818. After John died, his wife sold some of his property including a house and two lots in West Union, 
Ohio County, to Jane McDonel of Marshall County for $150.  
 
James Richey, immigrant John Richey’s third child, was born in 1796 in Pennsylvania, probably Derry Township, 
Westmoreland County. Nancy Taylor was born near the small community of Wolf 
Run, West Virginia. They married in Ohio County, West Virginia, on May 14, 1818. 
The couple had 12 children. James worked on the home farm with his wife his entire 
life and died in 1872 at Robert’s Ridge, Marshall County, West Virginia. 
 
An interesting fact is that James had a grandson with an unusual name, Swan 
Remembrance Richey, born in 1865. Surely there must be a story behind that name, 
but no one knows!   
 
The Richeys are constantly looking for links to any of the other family lines. If there 
are any questions or possible links to this Richey genealogy, you may email 
(merichey@comcast.net).  
 
Sources: Mrs. Myrtle Richey Work (deceased), Jim Richey (deceased), Ruth Richey 
Vensel, and Commemorative Biographical Record of Washington County, 
Pennsylvania. Chicago: J. H. Beers & Co., 1893,  
p. 1358 and Ancestry.com.   
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2016	Richey	Family	Reunion 

Swan	Remembrance	Richey 


