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Mt. Wood Mapping Stories
The efforts to preserve Wheeling’s oldest cemetery continue even though volunteer
work days are on hiatus due to seasonal changes. A different and behind-thescenes work has been going on for the past year while volunteers research and
work to interpret Wheeling’s historic Mt. Wood cemetery. The Wheeling National
Heritage Area and the Wheeling Young Preservationists (WYP) are pleased to
announce the creation of an online story map and web presence for the Mt. Wood
cemetery restoration project.
Jessica Brewer, of Mountain State Consulting and Design, an architectural design
and GIS mapping consulting business located in Morgantown, WV was contracted
to create the story map. Brewer has a background in History and Cultural
Resource Management and is completing her doctoral dissertation in Historical
Geography and GIS at West Virginia University.

Library Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9am - 9pm
Friday: 10am - 5pm
Saturday: 9am - 5pm
Sunday: 1pm - 5pm

Brewer described the map, “A story map is unique in its ability to bring together
and visualize time, place and space by developing a "spatial story", a story or history
that is intrinsically linked to a particular place or location.”

~~~ WAGS Officers ~~~
President:
Lou Yurkovitch
Vice President:
Judith Fugate
Treasurer:
Jeanne Finstein
Recording Secretary:
Marjorie Richey

The Mt. Wood cemetery story map tells the history of the cemetery from its
incorporation to present day, featuring historic maps and photographs. It also
showcases before and after photographs of the restoration work that has been
done. Most importantly, it lists those buried in Section A with corresponding
photographs and historical information. The content in this section is still being
researched and added by volunteers.

Board of Directors:
William Maxwell (through 2016)
Carol Bell (2017)
Lee Bourne (2017)

Wheeling Heritage paid for the initial story map production and provided the staff
time to compile the information. This initial story map focuses on Section A – with
plans to add the other 20 sections of the cemetery to the website in the future if
additional funding can be raised.
When the cemetery was transferred from the cemetery association to the City of
Wheeling in the 1970s, the cemetery records were largely lost, and those that did
exist were incomplete. One ledger exists in care of the city, as well as a transcribed
copy of another ledger that is in the care of the Wheeling Area Genealogical
Society, but both records are incomplete or often show false accounts and
information about the cemetery and those who are buried there. In an effort to
help, WYP began the individual burial marker survey in the spring of 2013, in an

Attempt to make existing records more accurate.
Teams were each assigned a section and were tasked with filling out an individual burial marker survey form that
included measuring, photographing, and recording the information for each gravestone. The lengthy and often
tedious process of surveying the cemetery has continued since 2013.
The developer of the map pointed out, “This story map not only makes the history of Mt. Wood Cemetery
accessible to anyone with an Internet connection, but it provides a way for those working on the restoration efforts
to monitor progress and reach out for additional help. The story map has the ability to reach a wide audience, and
people tend to respond more positively when they have something tangible to which they can contribute.”

Tax-deductible donations to the Mt. Wood story map development can be sent Wheeling National Heritage Area,
P.O. Box 350, Wheeling WV 26003. Checks should indicate "Mount Wood Story Map" on the memo line.
Bekah Karelis
Historian
Wheeling National Heritage Area
1400 Main St
304-232-3087
Wheeling, WV 26003
Fax: 304-232-1812

Alfred Caldwell (1817 – 1868)
Mt. Wood Cemetery
Alfred Caldwell’s family was among the first to settle in the Wheeling area. His
grandfather, James Caldwell, emigrated from Ireland in 1772 and had two local
land grants that totaled 800 acres, running from Wheeling Creek south to
Boggs’ line or Caldwell’s Run. James was a prominent man and one of the
justices of the first county court in 1777. James’ son – also named James –
moved to St. Clairsville, where Alfred was born, and became a very successful
and wealthy businessman there. He was elected to the U.S. Congress from
Ohio in 1825.
Alfred Caldwell became a lawyer, educated first at Washington College, in
Washington, Pennsylvania, and then at Harvard law school. After returning to
Wheeling, he entered politics, serving as Mayor in 1850 and again in 1856 and
1857. It was during his later terms that the Republican Party first had its
inception. Many in Wheeling at the time were opposed to the party’s principles and tried to ban meetings of
supporters. As Mayor, Caldwell was able to enforce the rights of the new party to meet publically.
In 1856 Caldwell was elected to the Virginia state senate as a free soiler. He became quite well known as one of the
few prominent Virginians who boldly maintained the principles of the new Republican Party. His fellow senators in
Richmond were reportedly very opposed to his opinions and said that he had “peculiar sentiments” against slavery.
He was often denounced and even ostracized by them, being referred to as one of the “most sagacious and resolute
Republicans in the northwest.”

Mt. Wood Cemetery Story Mapping
During the January’s Wheeling Area Genealogy Society meeting. We had a guest Bekah Karelis, Historian at
Wheeling Heritage, described the Story Mapping project at the January WAGS meeting members voted to assist
with genealogical work on people who are buried in Mt. Wood Cemetery. The first research session was held in
February, and work will continue in March. Additional help is welcome.

In 1860 Caldwell became the chairman of the Virginia delegation to the Chicago convention that nominated
Abraham Lincoln for President. The other two prominent Wheeling delegates were Archibald Campbell, editor of
the Wheeling Daily Intelligencer, and Edward M. Norton, iron-manufacturer.
Caldwell’s first wife, the former Martha Baird, died in 1859, leaving him with 8 children to raise. He married Alice
Wheat a year later and had 5 more children. The family lived at the corner of Quincy (now called 14th) and Byron
Streets, where the Scottish Rite Cathedral is now located. Soon after President Lincoln was elected, Caldwell was
appointed United States Consul to Honolulu. He and his large family spent six years in Honolulu. He died of
pneumonia just a few months after returning to Wheeling.
Caldwell was a member of the local Masonic Lodge, so his body was interred in Mt. Wood Cemetery in accordance
with the burial service of the Ancient Brotherhood. A long procession of people joined in paying their last respects.

WAGS Homepage: http://wagswv.org/
WAGS email: wagswv@gmail.com
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