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Mt. Wood Cemetery Notables, by Jeanne Finstein
John Goshorn (1790-Oct 1867) H91-3
William S. Goshorn (c 1813-23 Oct 1893) (H83-85)
John Goshorn came to Belmont County in 1810 and
farmed on land he had purchased, eventually removing to
Wheeling. He married Mary Farrier, who was born in
Pennsylvania in August 1790 and died in Wheeling on July 16,
1854.
The couple had three children: Jane, who died at the
age of seven; William S., and Isabella, who married B.F.
Kelley, a general in the Civil War. Isabella died on April 23,
1860.
After arriving in Wheeling, John Goshorn successfully
engaged in merchandising. He served at various times as a
member of city council, a director of the old Northwestern
Bank of Virginia, Manufacturers’ and Farmers’ Bank, and the
Fire & Marine Insurance Co. and was a prominent Mason.
In 1844, he retired from trade and made a home outside the city, living a quiet,
gentleman-farmer’s life until his death on June 13, 1869. He left a very large estate.
John’s son, William S. Goshorn, was born in Belmont County, Ohio, January 19,
1814. William was educated in Wheeling public schools and Washington College. After
completing his education, he engaged in the sale of general merchandise and finding
success, embarked in 1830 in the sale of dry goods, boots, shoes, hats, caps, etc. William
married Priscilla Jane Zinn, and they had six children.
Connected to John and William Goshorn is one of the more well-known slave
stories of Wheeling concerning Sara Lucy Bagby. Lucy was perhaps the last fugitive slave
returned to western Virginia under the 1850 Fugitive Slave Law. At the age of nine, she
was purchased by John Goshorn for $600 in January 1852 in Richmond, Va., and in 1857
she was given to John's son, William. In 1860, Lucy escaped to Cleveland, where she
became a maid at the home of A.G. Riddle, a congressman-elect. It became politically
expedient for him to send Lucy to work for a jeweler friend, L.A. Benton.
Apparently, someone in Cleveland alerted William Goshorn to Lucy's
whereabouts, and he traveled to the city where he contacted the U.S. marshal and
demanded her return. The marshal took Lucy into custody, and large crowds gathered at
her hearing the next day, January 20, 1861. Lucy's case was postponed for two days while
evidence was gathered.
(continued on Page 2)

(Goshorn, continued from Page 1)
A bill of sale proved that she was the property of William Goshorn, so under the 1850 Fugitive Slave Law she had
to be returned to Wheeling and her owner. A group in Cleveland had raised almost $1,200 to buy her freedom, but
Goshorn refused to sell her.
Getting Lucy Bagby out of Cleveland was no small feat, as many wanted her rescued, even by force. The sheriff
swore in 150 new deputies who escorted Lucy and her owner to the train. She was returned safely to Wheeling, only to be
placed in jail. After a few days, she was sent to Charleston to stay with Goshorn relatives until things quieted down. When
slaves were freed, she returned to Cleveland where she married and lived the rest of her life. As William Goshorn lay
dying, it is said that she came back to Wheeling to visit him.
###

Hi-Tech Genealogy
Hi-Tech History – David Rumsey Historical Map Collection
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
Maps can be an invaluable resource when searching for the locations where ancestors once lived. By entering Wheeling in
the search window, this free website led to an 1873 map of Wheeling, showing street names before they were changed to
those currently used.

Tip from Ohio County Public Library, Wheeling:
Perhaps your ancestor is on the list of male citizens of Ohio County who took or refused the Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity
to the commonwealth of Virginia in 1777 or 1778 during the period of the Revolutionary War. These comprehensive lists
establish an official proof of settlement in this vicinity before the years 1777-1778. It should be noted that Ohio County
included the present Northern Panhandle and portions of Western Pennsylvania.
Source: History of Greater Wheeling and Vicinity (975.415 W726h v.1) by Charles A. Wingerter was published in 1912 and is
located in the Wheeling Room. Lists appear on pages 62-71 of Volume 1.

Tom Buckley, president of the Ohio Valley Civil War Roundtable donated a photo of an unknown woman.
The back of the photo is labeled “J.M. Adams, Photographer, 139 Main Street, Wheeling, W.Va.”
Does anyone know the identity of this master woman?

Zooming in makes it easy to see the location of the original city waterworks and reservoir in addition to churches and
other important structures. Prints can be purchased.

Ohio County, West Virginia History & Genealogy
Facebook Group: https:/www.facebook.com/groups/269676687045/

Delegate Erikka Storch and A. Lee Bourne,
History Hero, February 22, 2018
As a final tribute to our “History Hero” A. Lee Bourne, the article is being reprinted. See his Obituary below

On Saturday, May 19, the Ohio County Public Library held a Grand Reopening
to celebrate 45 years at its current location and the completion of recent remodeling.
Part of the program included the presentation of “Library Legends” awards to several individuals and
organizations. WAGS received one of these awards “for their years of assistance in and for
research and local history/genealogical resources they’ve provided for the Wheeling Room.”
WAGS secretary Marge Richey accepted the award on behalf of the organization.
She is pictured with Jimmie McCamic, Chair of the OCPL Board of Trustees.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
THE LOOKOUT – Next issue will be SEPTEMBER 2018. We need YOU to contribute articles, information, dates of events
through December, and any TIPS you have found related to Genealogy, Wheeling area research, the Library, et cetera.
With the untimely passing of Editor Lee Bourne, I have accepted the position of Editor. However, this is YOUR newsletter!!!
I have to receive articles to print. I’m assembling some ideas for the future – but, right now, I’m “thanking” Lee for the Word
Format he used so that I can quickly Cut/Paste this issue. The last newsletter I edited … I was actually using scissors and
paste to cut/paste paper!!! And, before that, do you remember dittos and mimeographs? I do.
So give me a little “Lee”way as I learn to fill his shoes.
Respectfully, new Editor Wendy Elswick
(See Page 1 for the email and WAGS PO Box, or give items to an officer.)

Our Lee Bourne will be missed. Below is the Obituary from The Intelligencer, May 8, 2018
Albert Lee Bourne, 70, of Wheeling, WV, passed Saturday, May 5, 2018. He was born October 19, 1947, in Fairmont,

WV. He was preceded in death by his mother Ruth Pagealine Mackey Bourne Nash, father Denver Annis Bourne,
and niece Tiffany Bourne. Lee was very active in the Wheeling Area Genealogical Society (WAGS) at the Ohio
County Library. He loved going to the movies and having breakfast at his favorite restaurants, where he made
many friends. Friends will be received for a memorial visitation at Kepner Funeral Home, Burke Chapel, 2101
Warwood Avenue, Wheeling, WV 26003 (304-277-2722) on Wednesday, May 9, 2018, from 10 a.m. until time of
memorial service at 11 a.m. with Rev. Dennis Arnold officiating.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to WAGS in memory of Albert Lee Bourne. Make checks payable to Ohio
County Library, PO Box 6450, Wheeling, WV 26003. Condolences can be sent to the family at
www.kepnerfuneral.com

Wheeling’s Silent Cities of the Dead
The Wheeling Area Genealogical Society [WAGS] is offering a 2018 monthly lecture series, Silent Cities of the Dead,
which will focus on Wheeling area cemeteries. Various speakers will share their interesting topics about history,
symbolism, traditions, and much more! Each lecture lasts approximately an hour…(and the time goes so fast!!!)
All programs are held in the auditorium at the Ohio County Public Library, 52 16th Street, Wheeling, WV, at
1:00 p.m. on the second Saturday of each month. The WAGS monthly meeting follows the lecture series.
ALL MEETINGS are open to the public. Please stay a few minutes for the WAGS meeting after the program.
Yearly membership for WAGS is only $10.00. See Membership Application enclosed.
The lecture series will take place on the following dates:





February 10 – Doug Breiding, Types and General Overview of Cemeteries
March 10 – Jeanne Finstein, Greenwood Cemetery
April 14 – Earl Nicodemus, West Liberty Cemetery
May 12 – Scott Owen, Notable German and Jewish Burials

UPCOMING LECTURES:
 June 9 – Steven Davis, Mt. Zion Cemetery


July 14 – Bekah Karelis, Mount Wood Cemetery



August 11 – Carol Bell, Peninsula Cemetery and Red Men Cemetery



September 8 – To be determined



October 13 – Jay Frey, Stone Church Cemetery

Additional lectures: Doug Breiding, Mt. Calvary Cemetery.
Programs will be announced in the Special Activities section of Wheeling’s Sunday News-Register.
Please contact the library at 304-232-0244 for weather cancellations.

All programs are free and open to the public.

Albert Lee Bourne Memorial
October 19, 1947 – May 5, 2018

Albert Lee Bourne was born October 19, 1947, in Fairmont, West Virginia. When Lee was five years old, his father
moved the family to Chicago, Illinois. In 1968, Lee was drafted into the Army. After boot camp, he was deployed to
Frankfurt, Germany, where he served for two years before being honorably discharged.
Lee attended Oakton Community College in Des Plaines, Illinois. He retired in 2008 from Bell & Gossett, a leading
manufacturer of energy efficient pumps in Morton Grove, Illinois. After retiring, he decided to move to Wheeling, West
Virginia, to be closer to his family (siblings, aunts, and cousins). Lee enjoyed going to the movies every Friday night. He liked
to attend festivals, museums, and art shows, such as those held in Pittsburgh. He enjoyed taking his Aunt June, who made
many quilts, to quilting shows/exhibits and any other functions she liked to attend. Lee also enjoyed Lunch With Books
programs presented by the Ohio County Public Library, and exhibits at Oglebay, along with other activities presented by
Oglebay.
Lee’s Aunt Shirley was instrumental in his interest in genealogy. She had spent most of her life doing genealogy
research before there were computers. When Lee came back to Wheeling, he helped Shirley put her genealogy information on
the computer and, thus, became interested in genealogy.
Because of his newfound interest in genealogy, Lee joined the Wheeling Area Genealogical Society (WAGS) and
became a very active member. He immediately became involved with the Society and volunteered extensively for whatever
needed to be done. He compiled local reference materials, such as census and birth records and cemetery listings, and
performed extensive work on the Society’s obituary file. He became the newsletter editor, coordinated submissions for the
publication, prepared the layout and ensured timely printing and distribution. Lee had been a board member, was the current
vice president, and was a valuable asset to the Society and to Wheeling’s genealogy efforts in general. Lee was nominated by
WAGS for state-level recognition for his dedicated service, and earlier this year he received the West Virginia History Hero
award from the West Virginia Division of Culture and History in Charleston.
Albert Lee Bourne died on May 5, 2018, at the age of 70.

