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Mt. Wood Cemetery Notables
by Jeanne Finstein
Capt. John McLure (1816 -1893)
At age 16, John McLure began working as an
apprentice for Capt. Robert Clark, who was
then building the riverboat steamer Chief Justice
Marshall. The following year he began learning
the trade of engine building with Arthur M.
Phillips, Sr., at his foundry in Steubenville and
then North Wheeling.
In 1842 McLure became a stockholder in a
group that built a new side-wheel steamer, the
Amazon. By that time, he had obtained a pilot's
license and often acted as both master and pilot. Four years later, he built the
Senator, which carried a regiment of soldiers returning from the Mexican War. Soon
afterwards, he formed McLure & Dunlevy, a company that built riverboats.
In 1858, he sold his boat building business to Wilson & Dunlevy, and he and
Captain John List bought the steamer Eunice, which he took on the WheelingLouisville run until the Civil War broke out. On the day Virginia seceded from the
Union, McLure was in command of the Eunice, headed from Louisville back to
Wheeling. When they reached Cincinnati, McLure reportedly went ashore and
bought as many American flags as he could find, hoisting them from stem to stern
and heading upstream through territory filled with southern sympathizers. It was
said that he declared that he was a Union man and would die by that flag. Despite
being faced with a group of secessioners who angrily boarded the boat in
Guyandotte, Ohio, he made it back to Wheeling with every flag still flying.
During the Civil War, McLure was named commodore by the U.S. Navy, and the
Eunice served as the flagship of a fleet of 12 steamboats ferrying Union troops up
the Kanawha River. Beginning in early 1862 he continued troop transport on the
Tennessee River. After the war, McLure joined the Wheeling & Cincinnati Packet
Co, operating 14 steamboats. He also invested in real estate and in 1873 purchased
the McLure House Hotel, which had been built by his uncle, John McLure, Sr.

In 1875, the lELmma Graham was chartered to transport officials and state property when the capital was moved back
to Wheeling from Charleston. McLure was the chairman of the Wheeling Removal Committee and captained the
steamboat.
McLure was first married to the former Elizabeth Campbell. After losing three children in infancy, they raised seven
others to adulthood. Following the death of Elizabeth in 1880, McLure married Eliza Jane Cecil. He lived to age 77.
His house on South Front Street, now known as the Phillips-McLure House, still stands. His "white bronze"/zinc
grave marker was damaged by a falling tree branch during a storm in 2010. Wheeling Heritage hired iron master Jeff
Forster to restore it.

Hi-Tech History
By Jeanne Finstein
Gen Disasters
http://www3.gendisasters.com
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Featured Articles
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Louisville, KY "Jtomado, Mar

This site is an interesting collection of newspaper articles about disasters around the Unites States and Canada. If
you can ignore the ads and links to other sites, you can find some interesting stories, often from newspapers far
removed from the disaster location. For example, browsing by state and selecting West Virginia leads a long list of
cities and towns in the state. Among the Wheeling disasters reported were:
• The 1936 Flood (as reported in the New York Times)
• A millinery store fire in 1908 (as reported in the Syracuse Herald New York)
• A detailed story of an 1876 street car accident (as reported in the Wheeling Register)
• The 1890 boating accident that resulted in the death of Architect E.W. Wells (as reported in the Salem
Daily News, Ohio)
• A 1910 train accident (as reported in the Daily Northwestern, Oshkosh, WI)
• An 1854 boiler explosion in an East Wheeling pork packing plant (as reported in the Quincy Daily Whig,
Illinois)
• An 1895 building collapse (as reported in the Winnipeg Free Press, Manitoba)
• A disaster flood in 1888 (as reported in the New York Times)
Featured disasters include extensive coverage of the Titanic sinking - with fifty articles spanning the period from
the ship's sailing to the 2009 death of the last survivor A final link in the Titanic collection is a free audio book
about the disaster.
Thanks to the Citrus County Genealogical Society Newsletter
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Wheeling Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution
Fort Henry Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution
www.fthenrysar.org

Sponsored by
Wheeling Heritage

Last Thursday of the month at 5:30 p.m.
West Virginia Independence Hall
1528 Market Street
March 30: "The Second Siege of Fort Henry" by Joe Roxby
April 27: "The First County Seat at West Liberty" by Earl Nicodemus
May 25: "The Other Zanes" by Jeanne Finstein
June 29: "Every Home a Fort, Every Man a Warrior" by Michael Nogay
ADMISSION IS FREE
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME
Second Siege Reenactment

Fort Henry Days

September 2 -3

Silas Zane: First Owner of Lands of Oglebay Park
Abstracted from "Owners of Lands of Oglebay Park"
By Audra Rickey Wayne
Submitted by•* Glenna Dillon
Silas Zane was the son of William Andrew Zane and Nancy Ann Nolan. He was born in 1745 and died in
1785. He was married twice, to Rachel Ryan and Catherine McCulloch; Fie sired four children, William,
Elizabeth, Silas, Jr. and Joel
Silas Zane was one of the first settlers at Wheeling. He served in the Revolution as a first lieutenant of the
Thirteenth or Fifteenth Virginia Regiment from December 28,1776 until he was made a captain in
February 1777. He served as captain until February 12,1778 but was not present in the Ohio River
settlements during the Indian attacks of 1777 as he was on service in the eastern states.
He returned to the Ohio, however, before the close of the Revolution and was at Fort Henry during
the siege of 1782. At the close of the Revolution he went with George Green to the Indiana country
with goods for a trader from Maryland, On their return, about 1785, the two traders were waylaid and
killed on the Scioto.
Silas had no will. Joel, being the youngest child and probably the son of Catherine
McCulloch, was given this land.
James Petitt and Catherine his wife (widow of Silas Zane) sold their right to four hundred acres on the
waters of Wheeling Creek to Joel Zane which Catherine, as widow of Silas Zane \vas entitled to by dower.
Joel then sold to Thomas Bounds twenty-two and one half acres of this 400 acre plot which adjoined other
lands of Thomas Bounds. Joel later sold to Noah Linsly a tract of land containing three hundred and ninety
eight and one half acres on waters of Wheeling Creek, said land being patented to Silas Zane May 15,1784
and which included his settlement made in 1775.
Ownership progression through heredity/sales to Earl Oglebay who purchased it February 16, 1900 from
Nelson Hubbard, executor of the Howell Estate:
Silas Zane, Joel Zane, Noah Linsly, Lancastrian Academy, Samuel Sprigg, Hanson &
Elizabeth Sprigg Hanson (Builder of the Mansion), George W. Smith, Alexander
Mitchell Jacob, William W. Miller, James Paxton, Frances E. Phillips, John L. Stroehlein,
A. Allen ITowell and Earl Oglebay.

Thank you to the members who submitted an article for our newsletter.
If you don't see it here, watch for it in a future issue. ~ L^e Bourne, Editor

The Glass Industry in Wheeling, WV
("Forward Wheeling, Volume I")
Submitted by Glenna Dillon
Wheeling has long been known for the high quality of its manufactured products. In days gone by it was called the
"Nail City" because hand wrought nails made here were the finest that could be made. Later as Wheeling Stogies
came into prominence our city became known as the home of the inimitable "Stogie". W7e are famous for many
things beyond the scope of these, however, and one of the most famous of Wheeling's products is glass.
The glass industry7 came to Wheeling close on the heels of the development of gas and coal in the upper Ohio
Valley. Practically none of the raw materials used in the manufacture of glass are found in or around Wheeling.
Silicate sand wiiich is the main component of glass must be brought here from the Berkeley Springs, WV area or
from the mountains of Pennsylvania, there is practically none nearer. The reason then that the Wheeling District
has become a glass center is because of the availability of the fuel necessary to its manufacture, rather than because
of any abundance of raw materials in the vicinity.
Older residents of the city7 will remember some of the old glass factories which have long since passed from the
economic picture. It was the custom in the early days of the industry to build the glass plants of flimsy frame
construction and it became almost a by- word that every glass factory burned down every year.
These old plants were a far cry from modem glass works. The Hobbs-Brockunier Company, the Haskins Glass
Co., the Northwood Glass Co., The Bridgeport Glass Co., the North Wheeling Bottle Company, The Wheeling
Novelty and Letter Company, the Crystal Glass Works, the Bellaire Bottie Co., and others are now a part of the
industrial
history of our city. It was in some of these factories that many old glass workers, wiiose names are even today
prominent, got their start in the business. Such men as Peter Cassel, Michael Sweeney, Harry Northwood, David
Parks, the Gundlings and Dr. Haskins were prominent in the development of the glass business in Wheeling. Later
the Bradys were to organize the Hazel-Atlas Glass Company, the nucleus of one of the largest and most
prosperous glass companies in the United States today.
Prominent glass companies in this area were: Fostoria Glass Company in Moundsville, WV; The Central Glass
Company in Wheeling; Imperial Glass Company in Bellaire, Ohio; Rodefer Glass Company, Bellaire, Ohio;
Crescent Glass Company in Wrellsburg, WV; The Hazel-Atlas Glass Company in Wheeling.

Thanks Louis,
*A big thank you goes to Past President Louis Yurkovitch
for his ideas and service to WAGS. *
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Who-I^Thi^ Lady?
Paul Moran found this photograph at an auction and sent it to WAGS. The Wheeling photographer was Tappan &
Connel. Can you help us identify the lovely lady?
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WHEELING AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership in the Wheeling Area Genealogical Society is $10,00 per individual for the year from January 1 to
December 31. Make checks payable to WHEELING AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, P.O. Box 6450,
Wheeling WV 26003-6450
:
:
;
PLEASE PRINT THE BELOW INFORMATION
Name:
Last

Middle

First

Address:
Street
Mailing Address (if different from above):

.SitMe

City
Home Phone: _(_
Enclosed is my check for $10.00

E-mail Address:
Check one: D NEW D RENEWAL

Zip

