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WAGS President Scott Owen serves on the faculty of the
Business Administration Department, West Virginia Northern
Community College in Wheeling. He is a Navy veteran with
degrees from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and
American Military University. He is President of Marshall County
Historical Society, Board Member of the Cockayne Farmstead in
Glendale, WV, and a member of Friends of Wheeling. His
genealogy interest focuses in two areas: prominent business
people of early Wheeling (1800 — 1900) and tracing his family
connections from North Carolina, Virginia, and the Upper Ohio Valley.
WAGS Vice President Lee Bourne is also the Editor of The
Lookout, the WAGS newsletter. He attended Oakton Community
College in Des Plaines, IL, and is an Army veteran. He retired in
2008 from Bell & Gossett, a leading manufacturer of energy
efficient pumps in Morton Grove, IL. He is a volunteer on many
WAGS projects and oversees the handling and shipping of
WAGS publications. He has ties to Wheeling and enjoys
researching his family in the local area.

'

WAGS Treasurer Jeanne Finstein is a local historian who is
particularly interested in the Civil War era and historic
preservation. She has degrees from West Virginia University
and Wheeling Jesuit University and is President/Director of
Development at Polyhedron Learning Media, Inc., an
educational software development company. She is President of
Friends of Wheeling, the local historic preservation
organization, and Corresponding Secretary of the Wheeling Chapter, NSDAR.
WAGS Secretary Marjorie Richey is a graduate of West
Virginia State University, Institute, WV. She retired in 2001
from DOW/Union Carbide Corporation, Charleston, WV. She
has devoted countless hours to WAGS projects. She is an avid
Richey researcher and handles all written communications for
the annual Richey family reunion. She is a member of Wheeling
Chapter, NSDAR.

WAGS Dkector Carol Bell is a graduate of West Virginia University. She retired in 2012 after
a long career as a chemist/health scientist at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) in Atlanta, GA. For forty years her passions have been genealogy and her family history,
which began with a First Family of Ohio County. She is a member of Friends of Wheeling and
Wheeling Chapter, NSDAR.

West Virginia History Hero

A Bridgeport woman is among the people to be honored at a West Virginia History Hero on March 9, 2017
in Charleston, W. Va.
..
Diane M. Rhodes of Bridgeport has worked at the Ohio County Public Library for 30 years and staffed
the Wheeling Room for 17 of those years. According to information from the West Virginia Division of Culture
and History, Rhodes "helps people research their family history, making the library an essential stop for
genealogists."
"She created a user-friendly pamphlet that takes patrons step-by-step through the process and has assisted
people applying for the Daughters and Sons of the American Revolution. Rhodes also has compiled several
genealogy-related books and is compiling an index of Wheeling obituaries. She loves genealogy and is willing to go
the extra mile to help patrons, according to the division.
Rhodes was nominated for the honor by the Wheeling Area Genealogical Society.
"I'm really thrilled and proud of myself and honored," Rhodes said.
As an example of why she loves her job, Rhodes said via her genealogy research, she has helped bring
together people who did not know they were actually family.
"That was really interesting. I love my job and I meet a lot of nice people," she said. "I help anyone who
needs help, and if I can't help them I send to some place where they can be helped."
Rhodes has helped people from across the United States and internationally. She recently was tapped in
April 2015 by Ancestry.com for research help as well. She also has compiled books related to the Bertschy Funeral
Home death certificate records, Week's Review of Society, Potpourri and other Ohio County Public Library
records. She currently is working to index Wheeling obituaries and family tree files.
Rhodes, who was born and raised in Wheeling, has lived in Bridgeport for the last 25 years.
Rhodes, along with five other local residents, will be honored during a West Virginia History Day program
March 9 at the Culture Center on the Capitol Complex in Charleston.
By Shelley Hanson Time Leader Staff Writer

WAGS Speaker: Carol Bell
The Wheeling Area Genealogical Society will meet in the auditorium of the Ohio County Public Library, 52 16th
St., Wheeling, at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, June 10. Local genealogist Carol Bell will present a talk on, "Genealogy
Creations: Ways to Use and Share Your Genealogy Research." Examples of genealogy creations will be available to
view. The program is free and open to the public.

What's Happening Around Town?
The June program of the Fort Henry Commemoration Speaker series will be a presentation by Michael E. Nogay in
the courtroom on the top floor of West Virginia Independence Hall, 1528 Market St., Wheeling, on Thursday, June
29, at 5:30 p.m. His topic will be "Every Home a Fort, Every Man a Warrior," which is the title of his book on the
fortifications in the Ohio Valley during the American Revolutionary War. Mr. Nogay is a lawyer at the firm of
Sellitti, Nogay & McCune in Wekton and a West Virginia History Hero. The program is free and open to the
public.

Videos of previous Fort Henry Commemoration Speaker Series programs are posted on the Fort Henry Chapter,
Sons of the American Revolution web site: wwwvftlieiyrvsai'.org.

REMINDER: Our next "WAGS Lookout" newsletter will be coming in September. If you have an article for that
newsletter, please submit it no later than August 31. Submit your article directly to the newsletter Editor, Lee
Bourne, at LgeBU7@apl.com or mail it to WAGS, P.O. Box 6450, Wheeling, WV 26003-6450.

Best regards,
Carol Bell
cjbcU22@bellsouth.net

Five Photos You Should Take at the Cemetery

We often take photos at the cemetery where our ancestors are buried and then realize that they aren't of much use. This is
especially frustrating when the cemetery isn't close, making it difficult to return again. Below are five suggestions of
photos that should be taken each time you visit a cemetery site.
1. The Cemetery Sign. The cemetery sign should be the first photo you take each time you go to the cemetery. This
is especially important when you have several cemeteries to visit, as the picture can help you recall which
cemetery matches which ancestor. Not every cemetery has a sign. In that case, make your own by writing the
name - or location, in case there isn't an actual name - and taking a picture of that.
2. The Entire Tombstone. Often tombstones contain dates, names of other family members, or other information
that might not seem pertinent at the time but that may become important later. Remember to look on the backs of
the stones, as well.
3. Close-up Details. Some details may not be legible in a photo of the entire tombstone. That's when you want to
take close-up shots. Taking shots from different angles may help with the readability, and using lights or mirrors
to focus sunlight can produce shadows that help view writings that have faded.
4. The Wider Shot. If you want to find the tombstone again, take several steps back and get a photo of the
tombstone and other stones around it. This photo gives you landmarks for finding it again. Smartphone geo-tags
can also help, but a good, wide shot may be your best bet.
5. The Neighbors. Our ancestors were often buried near other relatives. Get photos of the surrounding tombstones,
including close-ups of inscriptions, even if you don't know how (or even if) those people are related. Having
photos will help as you later do more research on your family.
Digital photos are easy to take and much less expensive than prints, so err on the side of too many photos rather than too
few.
[Adapted from the Marion County, WV, Genealogical Club newsletter.]

Mt. Wood Cemetery Notables
By Jeanne Finstein
Lydia Wilson Holliday (1802-1899)
Lydia Wilson was born in Delaware and was reportedly a descendant of James
Wilson, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. At the age of 20, she married
William R. Holliday and moved to Wheeling, where they lived the rest of their
lives.
Lydia and William raised seven children - four boys and three girls. Perhaps
having that many children led to a good knowledge of nursing, and Lydia put that
knowledge to good use. Despite being nearly 60 years old at the time President
Lincoln sent out a call for help at the beginning of the Civil War, Lydia
volunteered. She reportedly began at Wheeling Hospital but left soon after,
commenting that the doctors there brought in "a bad sort of women" to nurse the
sick, and she didn't want to associate with their kind. She next volunteered as an
Army nurse at the Sprigg House Hospital and then at the Atheneum Hospital, both
in Wheeling.
Her sons also did their part for the Union. The oldest, William, served as a wagon
master for the First Regiment of West Virginia Infantry. He died on July 3, 1862,
after being wounded while in the line of duty. William's wife, Anna, applied for a
pension, but since he had volunteered and was not officially on the rolls, her
request was denied. Lydia's second son, Thomas, served at Fort Delaware, "looking after the Governor there." Son Harry
was blind in one eye and apparently didn't serve. The fourth son, John, was a Lt. Colonel in the 15th West Virginia
Infantry. He was injured at the battle of Cedar Creek in late 1864, "by being beaten over the head and heart by a rebel
soldier." Wheeling's J. W. Holliday Post of the GAR was named in his honor.
Despite her age, Lydia was called out to the battlefields and nursed soldiers during the first and second Winchester Battles
and the Battle of Bull Run, often just behind the fighting line. She also cared for the wounded after the battles of Snickers
Ford, Fisher's Run, Opequan, and Cedar Creek. The soldiers affectionately called her "Mother" Holliday.
After the war and her husband's death, Lydia began to have financial difficulties. She applied unsuccessfully several times
for a pension for her service during the war. Eventually well-known Wheeling doctor John Frissell wrote a letter in her
support. On March 3, 1897, Lydia was finally granted a pension of $20 a month by an act of Congress. She was 94 years
of age at the time.
Lydia Holliday died in 1899 at the age of 97 and was at the time "probably the oldest resident in the city." Her obituary
stated that, "It may be truthfully said that she possessed all the traits of true womanhood, endearing her to the hearts of all
with whom she became acquainted... Mrs. Holliday became quite prominent in this section during the civil war through
her untiring efforts to alleviate the hardships and sufferings of the soldiers. ... The interment will likely be made at Mt.
Wood cemetery and members of the Grand Army will act as pall-bearers." Lydia was eulogized by West Virginia
Governor G. W. Atkinson who stated that, "No other woman of our state played a more important part during the
rebellion than Mother Holliday."

Romantic Wheeling Project: Greenwood Cemetery
Obituaries
By Eric Haller
Greenwood Cemetery, 151,
Of Wheeling, West Virginia,
Has yet to pass away.
Greenwood was born in March, 1866,
to the prominent citizens of Wheeling.
37.5 acres,
Lined with monuments of human sentimentality
and inhabited by those who've passed away,
Yet always visited
By those who still stay
Greenwood has welcomed many
Venerated friends and family
As well as tired exiles,
Exhumed from long-dead cemeteries.
Destroyed by highways and construction
Those hallowed sanctums had disappeared
Their denizens were relocated
To other ancestral sanctuaries
While Greenwood has grown
Its land nearly tripled in size
One must wonder if a time will come
When to construction for modern convenience
this large haven of our hearts will succumb.
The Romantic Wheeling Project is a multi-genre place-based learning project where 12th grade Honors English students at Wheeling
Park High School used themes of British Romanticism like Natural over Artificial, Emotion over Reason, and the Quest for
Forbidden Knowledge to explore their emotional connection with The Friendly City that raised them. Students were to choose one
landmark, neighborhood, orplace in Wheeling to inspire their open form creative writing. The students wrote short stones, poems, songs,
and played with other genres to express their connections and views of Wheeling through a Romantic lens.

From Weelunk, March 28, 2017 - http://weelunk.com/romantic-wheeling-project-greenwood-cemetery/
Reprinted with permission from Steve.Novotney@weelunk.com
Submitted by Carol Bell

Wheeling Room Acquisitions / June, 2017
By Diane Rhodes and Lee Bourne
1.

St. Mark Evangelical Church

2.

God Loves The World. Roger M. Harms Pastor

3.

The Naylors of Woodborough Stories of Descendants of George Nailor by Joseph Y. Rowe

4.

Info USA City Directories Cross Reference Directory.

5.

Through The Lens Celebrating 50 Years of News Photography by P. Andrew Lloyd

6.

Coal Facts 2007 & 2008 WV Coal Association

7.

Discover Your Ancestors Using Land Records - by Patricia Law Hatcher, FASG, FGSP

8.

State Census Records - by Ann S. Lainhart

9.

American Population before the Federal Census of 1790 - by Evarts B. Greene & Virginia

10.

History for Genealogists using Chronological time lines to find and understand your Ancestor
By Judy Jacobson

11.

Jewish Communities on the Ohio River A History — Amy Hill Shevitz

D. Harrington

12.

The 1958 Warrior - Year Book

13.

1964 Winding Road WL - Donated by J. Johnson

14.

Researchers Guide to Gorrell Family in Tyler & Pleasants county W. V. — Donated by Judy Fugate for
Kath Reed
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WHEELING AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership in the Wheeling Area Genealogical Society is $10.00 per individual for the year from January 1 to
December 31. Make checks payable to WHEELING AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, P.O. Box 6450,
Wheeling WV 26003-6450
PLEASE PRINT THE BELOW INFORMATION
Name:
Last

Middle

First

Address:
Street
Mailing Address (if different from above):

City
Home Phone: _(_
^nclosed is my check for $10.00

State
E-mail Address:
Check one: D NEW D RENEWAL

Zip

