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Hi-Tech Genealogy – Snazzy Maps
By Jeanne Finstein
Creating personalized maps of current locations can be helpful when trying to visualize where ancestors may have lived.
This online tool is free and very easy to use. Below is a sample.
I went online to https://snazzymaps.com and selected Build a Map from the menu.
Step-by-step instructions in the panel on the left helped me create a map of a section of North Wheeling.

•
•
•
•

Step 1 is to select a “Style.” I chose “Greyscale by Anonymous” (from page 9 of the options). This style
would be good for black-and-white printing, and it shows faint outlines of the buildings in the
neighborhood. (There are hundreds of map styles.)
Step 2 is to select “Size and Location.” Options include entering the latitude and longitude of a location
or – what I used – the name of a city. I then zoomed in to a specific neighborhood. This program uses
Google Maps, so theoretically any location in the world could be selected.
Step 3 (which doesn’t show on the screen shot below) is an option to insert a “Marker.” This is an easy
click-and-drop option. I chose to mark the Henry K. List house – marked with a “lollipop” below. A
nice feature is that the program provides the latitude and longitude location of the marked item.
I then made a screen capture.

Another option is to click on the Satellite” view, rather than the “Map” view (upper left corner of the map). This option
produces a full color, aerial image of the area identified.

Thanks to “The Citrus Tree” newsletter from Citrus County Genealogical Society, Florida, for this link.
##

Message from President Scott Owen:
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Greetings! For the year 2020!!!
The year 2019 closed with many informative early-Wheeling family lectures and related genealogy history.
Firstly, I am offering thanks to our Society volunteers: Lou Yurkovitch; Wendy Elswick; Margie Richey; Diane
Rhodes, Carol Bell; and Jeanne Finstein. Our small group does a wonderful job hosting the Society. Wendy does a great
job as our The Lookout newsletter editor. She promoted a re-publication of an old 1942 booklet about Wheeling and a
large historical map of Ohio County! Lou [our technology expert] and Carol [our “road warrior” from Atlanta] helped
tremendously with creating a new website and offering helpful guidance to others about its navigation. Margie keeps the
Society’s meeting minutes and arranges monthly announcements; and she does many other “behind the scenes” tasks.
Jeanne is our dedicated and meticulous treasurer, and program scheduler!! (Please do not forget to pay your dues!) Diane
is our library staff representative and resident genealogist! Their time and efforts are invaluable. Thank you all!
Secondly, special thanks to the Ohio County Public Library for providing us generous space to operate and host
our events.
As a summarization, Wheeling’s 250th anniversary celebrations concluded in 2019. They promoted dozens of
events to showcase countless historical events that changed the city’s socio-economic and political framework. Wheeling
can be proud that so much of its history is documented for current and future researchers. However, more can be
uncovered through the lives of its residents. With the exponential growth in electronic resources, thousands of people can
discover new linkages connecting Wheeling’s heritage to their lives. As part of Wheeling’s 250th anniversary, your
Society was a key participant in the knowledge preservation process.
In 2019, your Society successfully concluded a well-attended lecture series entitled: “Wheeling’s First Families.”
Special thanks to Jay Frey, chair of the Wheeling 250th Committee, for providing a public website for hosting the lecture
videos and to Wheeling Heritage for underwriting the videotaping of these lectures. All the videos may be viewed from
the WAGS website or Wheeling250.net, "Program Videos."
This year, 2020, we will offer a lecture series about selected churches and religious movements in Wheeling.
During the year, we also anticipate conducting basic genealogy workshops.
Lastly, while the city’s demographic history and infrastructure changes, we still rely on the human element to
maintain our mission. Your membership and volunteerism help us to continuously improve! Thank you to those who
have joined the Society. More dedicated volunteers are needed so we can “pass the baton” to them, one day, as the current
leadership will move on. Please join today and become our future leadership.
Also, do not forget to follow the Society’s activities on our new website: www.wagswv.org.
I wish you, and your family, a very blessed holiday season!
We look forward to seeing you in 2020!

##

WAGS BRUNCH NOV. 9, 2019, AT PERKINS
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WAGS member Diane Rhodes Celebrates 20 Years!!! AND
33 Years at the Ohio County Public Library!!!!

November 2019 marked the twentieth anniversary of
genealogy specialist Diane Rhodes beginning work in the
Wheeling Room at the Ohio County Public Library.
Mrs. Rhodes assists patrons on a daily basis in learning about
their own histories and assembling their family trees, ranging
from those who are just starting out to dedicated researchers
who are in the advanced stages of mapping their genealogy.
“I try to assist all those patrons who come for my help,
whether it be here at the library or another place where they
may find information,” says Rhodes.
Please email diane.rhodes@ohiocountylibrary.org.

Steve Wise and WAGS member Diane Rhodes.

[Also see Sunday News-Register, Nov. 17, 2019, D-Pg. 1]

Rhodes’s passion for genealogy extends beyond the workplace into her personal life, as well. On Oct. 5, Mrs.
Rhodes and her husband Tom met Steve Wise, salesman at Whiteside Auto in St. Clairsville, Ohio. When Wise
found out he was speaking with a genealogist, he told her he knew very little about his father’s side of the
family. When Rhodes left the dealership that day all she had was Steve’s name, the county in West Virginia his
family was from, and the fact that Wise’s father had passed away when he was seven years old.
“I couldn’t wait to get home to see what I could find online,” Rhodes said.
Going back to Whiteside on Oct. 7, Rhodes handed Steve Wise his father’s obituary. Wise was amazed. “I knew
there had to be more out there; it was just knowing how to search for it,” says Rhodes.
Fast forward two weeks and Rhodes had discovered Wise’s father’s side back to his great-great grandparents.
Two of those ancestors, John Capper and Pvt. Isaac Benton Crow had fought in the Civil War. Steve’s paternal
grandmother’s side has been traced back to the great-great-great grandparents. Rhodes learned that family
members Godfrey Kuper and John Rufener came from Switzerland in the 1800s. The counties encompassed in
this research include Hardy, Marshall, and Wetzel Counties in WV; Monroe Co., OH; and Warren Co., VA.
Wise is astounded at what has been given to him by a chance meeting with a genealogist.
Rhodes is now helping Wise research more. The surnames involved for now are Wise, Kaufman, Mellott,
Criswell, Derrah/Darrah, Crow, Blake, Capper, Desolve, and Burge.
In 2017, Rhodes was honored to receive the title of West Virginia History Hero. She has also created numerous
genealogy books for the Wheeling Room, and put together a pamphlet to assist genealogy researchers at the
earliest to more advanced stages. On Dec. 16 she will start her 33 rd year at the Ohio County Public Library.
“I love helping people put their past together,” says Rhodes. “I love my genealogy job.”

##
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BELL FAMILY REUNION
By Carol J. Bell

The Bell Family - September 8, 2019

In a time when settlers were seeking freedom, independence, and a piece of land to call their own, George Bell,
patriarch of this strong Scotch-Irish Bell family, came to America from County Down, Northern Ireland, in 1791.
He emigrated with his wife Mary McCracken and their children, one daughter and four sons. Less than a year
later, George purchased 200 acres of land high on the ridge above Valley Grove in Ohio County, Virginia, for £74.
This Presbyterian pioneer family cleared the land, built their homestead, and began farming. On the farm they
produced wheat, corn, oats, barley, potatoes, butter, hay, honey, and wool and had more than 200 sheep and
various other livestock. The original property remained in the hands of the Bell family for four generations until
1909. Today it is covered by forest and a natural gas pipeline runs through it.
The initiative for a reunion started when Ancestry DNA testing found that
Carol Bell, Larry Bell, and Brian McKee shared DNA. They reached out to
each other, formed a bond, and decided to hold a family picnic. On
September 8, 2019, at McKee Angus Farms, Clarington, Ohio, descendants
of George and Mary McCracken Bell’s great grandson, John Milton Bell
(1857-1934), gathered for fellowship, food, story-telling, and sharing
memorabilia. Thirty-two people attended this year’s reunion, the first
anyone remembers! Everyone enjoyed a great time meeting new cousins.
Family members came from West Virginia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Texas.
Bell is the 106th (2010 Census) most common surname in the United States.
The huge number of Bells makes it a difficult surname to research mainly
John Milton Bell & Leonora Bell
because so many male ancestors have first names of James, John, or Joseph.
with Fern, Earle, and Sumner
This Bell group is looking for other members of their lineage. If there are
questions or possible links to this Bell genealogy, please email cjbell22@bellsouth.net.
##
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2020 Ohio Valley Civil War Roundtable Speaker Series
6:30 p.m., 4th Monday, at the Ohio County Public Library (downstairs)

•
•

Monday, Jan. 27
Tom McFadden, “The Role of Nurses During the Civil War”
Monday, Feb. 24
Jon-Erik Gilot, “Hardships and dangers will bind men as brothers…” – The
Experiences of Two Ohio National Guard Regiments During the Summer of 1864”
• Monday, Mar. 23
Pete Chacalos, “The War in the West: Wilson's Creek and Pea Ridge”
• Monday, April 27
Wendy Elswick, “Library of Congress: Is There Something New About the Civil
War?"
• Monday, May 18
Dr. Mathew W. Lively, "Calamity at Chancellorsville: The Wounding and Death
of Confederate General Stonewall Jackson” [tentative]
• Saturday, June 20 – WV Day
Civil War Symposium [NOTE: at WV Independence Hall]
• Monday, July 27
Harry White, "Baker Boy Warrior": Albert Louis Lipphardt and the Battle of
Hartsville"
• Monday, Aug. 24
Carleton Young, “Civil War Letters”
• Monday, Sep. 28
Picnic
• Monday, Oct. 26
Joe Laker, “The Rest of the Story: Post-War Elections”
• Monday, Nov. 23
Jeanne Finstein, “The Rest of the Story: Post-War Lives of Wheeling’s
Confederates”
• Saturday, Dec. XX Holiday Luncheon
[NOTE: Video-recording planned; see WAGS website]
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
"Wheeling's First 250 Years" – published in 1942
by The National Bank of West Virginia.
Available from WAGS for $5.00 – 59 pages
How did the "math" equate to 250 back in 1942?
Remember, this is the bank at the southwestern
corner of Twelfth and Main Streets (tall and white).
See Page 11: "Walk down to the lower end of 12th
Street some day and stand at the edge of the high
bank above the river. Try to imagine that there are
no streets behind you crowded with automobiles, no
busy stores or movie theatres or tall buildings –
nothing but dark, silent forest, not a sign of man …
except for one who comes paddling down stream
between you and the Island, quietly, with a few
companions in canoes."
"You're back in 1692 and that white man,
probably the first who ever saw the spot where you
stand, is Arnord Viele, a Dutch trader from Albany.
Venturesome fellow, he is on his way down to the
Shawnee country near the Cumberland River and he
won't get back to Albany for two years."
"That was 250 years ago." (1942 – 1692 = 250)
The booklet continues with LaSalle in 1669, French
explorers in 1729, Montreal party in 1739, and 1749
Captain Celeron de Bienville…and much more. ##

A New Book in December 2019 by Tony Paree
"Real Photo Postcards of Wheeling, W.Va."
(Locally, you may remember Tony from Crone's.)
I purchased my copy today. If you have also
collected "other" authored Wheeling books
(postcards, before and after, towns, etc.), you will
want this new book!!
Available at Jebbia's, Miklas, Wheeling Artisan
Center, Amazon, retails for $29.95.
Maureen Zambito, Sunday News-Register, Jan. 5,
2020, Page D6, wrote of this new book: "these
were made from postcards created from "actual"
photographs. RPCCs (Real-Photo Postcards) were
introduced in the early 1900s. Usually taken with a
Kodak Brownie from 1903."
"His book offers a fascinating glimpse of our
area's past and includes chapters on Local Retailers,
Area Trains, Suburbia, Churches, the 1907 and
1913 Floods, Parades, Culture and more. The 204
pages of this softback book are brimming with
photos, captions, facts and figures." Maureen
Zambito
Editor: That's another issue, folks. Hope you found
something interesting. See you in March 2020!!
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Welcome "new members" from the
Cumberland Trail Genealogical
Society in St. Clairsville, Ohio!!!
The "Louis and Wendy Show" as it has
been termed by Jeanne, the dues treasurer,
has resulted in new members!!
Louis presented at the CTGS meeting about
the WAGS new website, and Wendy "just
happened" to have the "then-hot-off-thepress" September issue of The Lookout.
We must have "sold" well!!! We now have
new The Lookout members, and we hope to
see many of you at our Saturday meetings.
Look around you. Be happy you are here.
But tomorrow is a new day. A new start.

WAGS PURCHASED DVD SERIES and
NEW BOOKS and DONATED BOOKS
(more details at the January meeting)
Ordered and received:
"Finding Your Roots” - DVDs of Seasons 1 through 5
“Finding Your Roots” by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. - the official
companions for Seasons 1 and 2
Ordered and/or received:
50 copies of “Internet Genealogy” magazine
“Weights, Money and Other Measures Used by Our
Ancestors” by Colin Chapman
“Early Virginia Immigrants, 1623-1666” by George Greer
“Ships of Our Ancestors” by Michael Anuta
“Civil War Medical Practices” by Susan Provost Beller
“The Original; Scots Colonists of Early America, 1612-1783”
by David Dobson
Donated by Rhonda Earley:
“Landmarks of Old Wheeling” by Charles Milton
“How to Publish Your Genealogy” by L.J. Grady
“West Virginians, 1928”
Donated by Bob Mead:
“The Caldwell Family of Wheeling” by Robert Mead

Ohio Valley Civil War Roundtable – 2020
Meets at 6:30 pm Ohio County Library Aud.
4th Monday – New visitors/members welcome
Programs were video-recorded and available
for viewing on either WHEELING250.NET or
the link on the WAGS website wagswv.org
See Page 6 for 2020 Schedule. You're INVITED!
Civil War ended 1865 + 155 years = 2020
Our area is rich with history of the Civil War.
Our cemeteries series and early settlers and
their offspring programs helps keep this
history and awareness alive. Visit WV
Independence Hall (free admission) for an
incredible museum display of the Civil War.
Finding Your Roots "new" Series 6 is on PBS.
Check local listings. Tues., 8 pm, Sun., 9 pm,
Mon., 1, 5 and 9 am; 3 pm, Comcast.
Educational, Informative, Research Clues…
If you haven't watched this series, it is
"amazing" to watch International Genealogy!
WAGS now owns the whole set to check out
and enjoy. And maybe "inspire" you????

WAGS NEW WEBSITE BENEFITS

[www.wagswv.org]

Information includes:
• Upcoming meetings and announcements
• List of books and maps for sale by WAGS
• Links to genealogy websites and genealogy forms and
guides to help your research*
• Videos of WAGS presentations**
• Videos of Civil War Roundtable presentations**
• Past WAGS newsletters (The Lookout)**
* Must be registered on the website to access
** Must be a WAGS member and register on the website to
access

WAGS Maps – They're back!!!!….and Available for
Sale $25 each (plus shipping cost if applicable)
The 1774 Land Grants and 1918 Wheeling maps, as seen
on the Library hallway wall, have been printed and are
available. Contact the Library or email Wendy at:
wagswv@gmail.com. Note: These are large parcel maps,
over 42 inches. But you can find "landmarks" of the town,
names of our early founders, trace creeks, streams, rivers
and early roads, and find your way "HOME" easily!!!

Wheeling Area Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 6450
Wheeling, WV 26003-6450

Stamp

Dues paid through year on label below.

Ohio County, West Virginia History & Genealogy
Facebook Group: https:/www.facebook.com/groups/269676687045/

NEXT MEETING: 1:00 p.m., Saturday, JANUARY 11, 2020

WHEELING AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION or DUES RENEWAL
Membership in the “WAGS” is $10.00 per individual for the year from January 1 to December 31. Make checks
payable: WAGS or WHEELING AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, P.O. Box 6450, Wheeling WV 26003-6450.
[You may "print" on paper or photocopy this information and mail to WAGS, if you don't want to cut your issue.]
PLEASE PRINT THE BELOW INFORMATION
Name: _______________________________________ _____________________________ _____________
Last
First
Middle
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Street
Mailing Address (if different from above): _________________________________________________________
______________________________________________
City

_________________
State

_________________
ZIP

Home Phone: _(______)____________________ PRINT E-mail Address: ______________________________
Enclosed is my check for $10.00 ___________ Check one:  NEW  RENEWAL and/or ___ DONATION

